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Abstract

For the full formation of the spatial-planning structure of the urban
agglomeration of the capital, it is necessary to create an integrated agglomeration
transport infrastructure, which shall become the main framework of the
agglomeration and "gather" the unified transport system in the future.

In the process of formation of the capital's agglomeration a comprehensive
understanding of the integrated transport system at different taxonomic levels is
necessary; this is a unified vision at country, inter-state, inter-regional, inter-
municipal and inter-city levels. The need for an integrated transport system will be
actualized through analysis and multifaceted methods;

In light of current geopolitical developments, Georgia can play an important
role in global logistics and become one of the most important transit carriers across
Eurasia. The country needs to be prepared for this news. This shall be achieved by
developing forward-looking urban planning solutions, where integrated transport
infrastructure plays an important role.

Creating global logistics across the country would not only balance urban
attractions and ensure the employment, but also dramatically increase the
international functional significance of its role. In essence, it will be a diving,
interconnected, strong economic nucleus. The processes of developing logistics hubs
in the agglomeration area of the capital add even more urgency to the need for rapid
development of an integrated transport system.

The formation of an integrated transport system will have a cumulative effect
and bring synergies to logistics centers.

The Thesis focuses on an integrated rather than sectoral view of the subject.
Our practice shows that the initiative of individual cities in the agglomeration of
capital and/or the study of the problem by individual transport subsystems cannot
produce effective results, moreover it may worsen the current situation.

The current non-complexity is reflected in the existing developed urban
planning documents and approaches, in particular there has not been a common
understanding of agglomeration. For example, the urban planning documents of
Mtskheta were considered in the Mtskheta-Tbilisi section, Rustavi - in the Rustavi-
Thilisi section, and Thbilisi - within its administrative boundaries. In fact, the issue
is considered "outside the city", while, in this case, it should be on the contrary - the
vision needs to be realized from the agglomeration side (from the outside to inside).

Achieving the result is a gradual elimination of the problem. Particularly at
the initial stage:
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» The urban planning documents of the metropolitan agglomeration should be
fully regulated. This is the municipality of Gardabani, which performed
certain functions within the agglomeration and has no master plan. At the
same time, in terms of its territorial and functional development, it is quite

strategic and has a great economic and geographical advantage.

> An analysis of the existing urban structure of Gardabani should be carried
out, which should then coincide with the development of the metropolitan
agglomeration vessel and comply with the basic principles of spatial

planning.

» In the municipality of Gardabani, it is also important to establish the
boundaries of the city itself, which should be included in the municipal

planning document of the municipality.

» The issue of administrative boundaries in the said municipality needs to be
resolved, in particular the actual and legal boundaries are crossed. This in

turn creates some problems and delays the development process.

» Regarding Rustavi, it is already known that a competition has been

announced for the development of its updated urban planning documents.

In anticipation of these processes, approaches to the development of urban
planning documents should be changed at an early stage. In municipalities where
new urban planning documents are to be prepared, such as Gardabani and Rustavi,
a request for consideration in the context of their overall agglomeration through
concrete proposals should be included in the project assignments at the very first
stage.

A modernized transport infrastructure, which should include the integration
of external and internal transport, should be a key factor in shaping the
agglomeration. Based on this and other factors, the boundaries of the agglomeration
area should first of all be defined, encompassed in the legal framework and merged
into a single legislative norm.

Speaking about the complexity of scientific innovations, the focus should be
on the integrated development of all internal transport systems of the
agglomeration, such as: arranging bicycle, waterway tourist route along the river
Mtkvari, modernization of internal and external transport nodes, etc.
Institutionalization must take place.

The best choice for moving across the agglomeration is the development of a

unified railway infrastructure. The Thesis proposes a transport schematic version.

26



In the process of functional-spatial formation of the urban agglomeration of
the capital it is important to identify the role of a unified transport system and
develop strategic urban-planning and urban-management proposals.

This will set a precedent for creating an integrated transport system at
national, inter-regional, city and inter-city levels using a comprehensive vision,
analysis and multifaceted methods, where best international practice should be
taken into account, and the problem should be addressed based on Georgian reality
and taking into account existing problems.

Foreign practice has proven that agglomeration in terms of management
provides the precondition for a unified understanding which is difficult to overcome
within a single municipality and/or inter-municipality. The development of a multi-
municipal plan does not ensure the establishment of the management body. At the
same time, there can be no synchronization in the development of urban planning

documents of the cities included in the agglomeration.

This requires the amendments to the Spatial Planning, Architecture and
Construction Code of Georgia as soon as possible, clarifying the need for this plan to
exist and recording it hierarchically, as a separate item prior to the development of

a multi-municipal/municipal spatial planning plan.

The need for this change is exacerbated by the ongoing active urban planning
processes in Georgia today. In particular, we are facing not only the formation of a
clearly defined metropolitan agglomeration, but also the Kutaisi agglomeration and
the Batumi agglomeration - in the Autonomous Republic of Adjara. This entry is

few and far between against that backdrop and is rather sparse.
Also,

> A “spatial arrangement standard” has to be developed in the format of a sub-

legal normative act, which can be considered a shortcoming;

» The development of a "Management Model" for agglomeration area

management is a priority issue.
> At the same time, it is important to develop an agglomeration model version.

The main results of the study are the formation of an integrated transport
system, which is directly linked to the formation of functional-planned
agglomeration of the capital. All this will accelerate the consistent implementation
of the "Georgian Spatial Planning Project".

Through the development of an integrated agglomeration infrastructure of the

capital, a precedent will be set at the agglomeration level in Georgia.
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